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The budget is down from last year (to $135,000) and the square 
footage (1,000 - 1,200 sqft) is up as the first years design a new 
single family three bedroom house for Neighborworks New Horizons. 
Critic and Building Project studio coordinator ALAN ORGANSCHI 
asked the first years to design a house not just specific to the site, 
but also good for any site; not just specific to one program, but 
adaptable to many needs. From the brief: “you should also seek to 
normalize your architectural solution by making it reconfigurable and 
adaptable to sites of different solar orientation or physical configuration 
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or to variously configured occupancies. In short, your design process will 
produce one fully functioning house but also a catalog of possibilities; a 
set of design precepts, deployable in varying permutations that unbind the 
house from its exact configuration and its specific relationship to a particular 
piece of urban land and set of occupants.” These eight proposals, four 
of them hybrids (A, B, C, D), four drawn from just one scheme (E, F, 
G, H), were selected after mid terms for development for the finals. 
At the end of April, one project will be selected for construction this 
summer as a continuation of the Building Project’s 40+ year legacy.



Daniel Luster’s �oughts on the Pluralism of the 
YSOA in Paprika Issue 02 questions and critiques 
the current pedagogy of a pluralistic approach to 
design at the school. While I share his argument for 
taking a position in architecture, and for articulating 
a direction in architectural teaching, I disagree with 
his proposition that Yale lacks either. Despite the array 
of practitioners and theorists “from the most extreme 
ends of the spectrum of design,” in the end, it is still 
a school of Architecture dedicated to building, a fact 
emphasized by Dean Stern during the 2014 open house 
and reinforced by the building project. In today’s era 
when practices invest in research more than design, 
when studios are renamed “laboratories,”[1] and when 
even the name “architecture” is replaced by a cooler-
sounding “design” in many academic and professional 
circles, I think architecture itself is the most prevalent 
ideology of the school.

Moreover, I would not equate exposure to a 
multitude of ideas with ceasing to develop one’s “own 
understanding and convictions about what is right in 
architecture.” �is understanding and belief structure 
should be reinforced through a process of questioning, 
reasoning, testing, colliding, and weighing it against 
what others believe—the very process of “positive 
friction” that Daniel himself advocates as requisite 
for better learning. A�er all, as the article suggests, 
architecture is a matter of subjective judgement; 
therefore, con�ning it to certain metrics of success is 
ine�ective.
 
Even if the current pluralistic methodology at YSOA 
were to be replaced by a singular ideology, it makes 
us question: what it would be? Would it stay relevant 
tomorrow without becoming another trendy “-ism”? I 
believe the true strength of the school is its disciplinary 
focus, while allowing students the freedom to interpret 
the discipline in our own way and with our own values.

[1.] Alexander, Zeynep Celik. 
Neo-Naturalism. Log 31: New Ancients, p11, spring/
summer 2014. 
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The Blind Eye of Architecture
 by Caroline Acheatel (March I ‘17)

On February 28th, a conference titled �e Legal 
Medium was held at Yale Law School. �e brainchild 
of Amar Bakshi, a third-year law student, the day was 
meant to analyze the intersection of art and law. When 
art breaks the con�nes of traditional boundaries, it 
inevitably interacts with the structures of the wider 
world. �ese structures, in the form of laws, are 
themselves not �xed. �ey are constructs, by design, 
and always up for interpretation. �e great �exibility of 
interpretation comes into view more clearly when art 
rubs up against the law. Panelist

Amy Adler explained the way courts �nd “meaning” 
in fair use of appropriated material. �ree factors are 
considered: intent (the artist’s testimony), aesthetics 
(visual di�erence from the appropriated material), 

and the “reasonable” viewer (what you might think). 
All three factors are fraught with problems. Must artists 
be asked to prescribe meaning as a justi�cation for 
their work? When appropriation is o�en a conceptual 
maneuver, is a visual comparison even a valid 
factor? Should art even be subject to the opinion of a 
“reasonable” viewer? Je� Koons and Richard Prince 
both faced very similar appropriation suits. Koons got 
o� the hook, giving the courts a testimony they wanted 
to hear. Perennial bad boy Richard Prince was not so 
accommodating, and faced the consequences. 

Another captivating panelist was Professor Keller 
Easterling on the topic of Free Zones. �ese have 
mutated from strictly economic spaces into glittering 
spaces that sanctify bad labor practices. �eir 
phenomenal growth in recent years is changing the 
urban landscape. Free Zones fantasize themselves cities 
when they are in fact just a legal structure with a facade 
of culture, art and design. 

�e rest of the panelists were, by and large, decent. 
�ey included the likes of Kenneth Goldsmith, Liam 
Gillick, and David Joselit. It quickly became clear 
that artists and lawyers communicate very di�erently, 
though it hardly became a factor. �ere was absolutely 
no dialogue. Like clockwork, panelist a�er panelist, 
thec onference proceeded with hardly a moment 
allotted to discussion. So when Kenneth Goldsmith 
proclaimed, “copy your copiers, pirate your piraters, 
bootleg your bootleggers,” in a total a�ront to the 
entirety of copyright law, the conference just went on to 
the next panelist. �e structure of the conference was, 
ironically, too rigid.While the speakers assembled were 
impressive, there was no argumentation, no discussion, 
no mediation at �e Legal Medium.
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