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®
EDITORS”
LETTER

As architects, we use spatial agency

as a tool to investigate various
aspects of the environment. Our
topic of interest is not limited to
how the physical world is con-
structed, but can reach out to the
political and social relationships
that take place in it. With increas-
ing momentum, there is an out-

Uber and Airbnb started in San Fran-

cisco where finding rides and
booking hotels was a problem.
Facebook was able to expand
because it was based around
physical college campuses. Many
of these ‘technology’ companies
arose in response to spatial prob-
lems in our physical world. These
examples demonstrate the pos-
ies in which spatial prob-
lems don’t just exist on the scale
of buildings. In 1966, Cedric Price
gave a lecture titled, “Technology
is the Answer, but what is the Ques-
tion?” Perhaps it is an appropri-

archdeacon is pointing to, in other
words, signaled a transformation
as religious as it was media-spe-
cific.

Perhaps not surprisingly, this scene ha

been illustrated widely in ous
translations and adaptations of
Hugo’s novel [Figs<1-2], [For Fig-
ures, go to_paprikaxxi.com] and
even preseénted an opportunity for
a film“studio to describe itself as

hé next media-specific iteration
of the transition of human thought
from “duration in time” to “immor-
tality.” In RKO’s The Hunchback of
Notre Dame (1939), the same scene

sor, Josiah, promptly calls herin fe
a meeting, asking-why she drove
off in such-haste: “l was just upset,”
¢ responds, “and worried, and |
was driving like a maniac. | wasn’t
very present.” Josiah replies:
“Ah, present. That is a wonder-
ful word. I’'m glad you used it.
Do you consider yourself usu-
ally present?”
“l try to be.”
Josiah smiled and tapped a
flurry into his tablet.®

But this desire for privacy (and to carve

out a life other than what is con-
tinually “present” online) is con-

matrix. What Marshall McLuha

called the “externalization” of our
“central nervous system” gener-
ated by the Information Age’s elec-
tronic wiring gave us endless loops
of recursive systems—a massive,
world-wide infrastructure for new
modes of information circulation
(a term whose original meaning
indicated, simply, “movement in a
circle”).’ Indeed, there’s a reason
why the symbol of the ouroborous
(the snake biting its own tail) was
so important to so many of the
early creators of the Internet [Fig.
7]. Cybernetics itself conjured a

The genius of Iterating Grace,

ourobouri—or perhaps the epiph-
anic scribbles on a Silicon Valley
whiteboard [Fig. 91

vould
argue, is that it so effortlessly par-
odies the underlying, metaphysical
dream of Silicon Valley elites: to
get out, finally, of the “this will kill
that” logic of media transition and
enter a state of spiritualized media
transcendence. What these corpo-
rations want to believe is that the
swirling maelstrom of their net-
worked world means not that “this”
(Silicon Valley) will kill “that” (all
our former media experiences), but

Iterating Grace, p. 5.

12. “lterating” coupled with “grace”

may also be a reference to Michael
Fried’s famous 1967 essay on min-
imalist art, which ends with the
phrase “presentness is grace” (the
message being that these Internet
companies~think of their “itera-
tions” as so much artistic “present-
ness”); see MichaelFried, Art and
Objecthood (Chicago: The Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 1998), p.168.

®
KELLER

K.E.

bit more about the spatial conse-
quences, about what the switch is,
and what the different “upshifts”
and “downshifts” are?

We have been look-
ing at different kinds of cities with
different kinds of transit needs,
different kinds of infrastructures.
In some cases the switch is not that
different from a train station, but
it is linking AVs, highways, trains,
bicycling, jogging and other modes
of transit in a new constellation.
Given the potential popularity
of the AV, it would bring a greater

idership to the train. Real estate

were led by single entrepreneurs,
and they were the heads of global
organizations. Large monopoly
corporations overseeing mas-
sive utility networks sometimes
took their place. Now you have a
weird mixture of the two. Some-
times innovation needs a certain
kind of personality or character
to introduce it. Maybe it is not the
tall handsome guy but some other
cultural story that makes and idea
contagious. | want to find out what
those stories and catalysts are and
try to play them to figure out what
spinis necessary.

cry among the younger architects ate time to ask a revised guestion: shows the archdeacon looking up tinually countered in the novel by circling loop of operator and envi- that a kind of immortality awaits revenues from the switch support P. More specifically
that ask for an expanded agency “Space is the answer, But what is from his first viewing of a printed the Circle’s insatiable desire for a ronment.® us all—this will give Eternal Life to ﬁ“ﬂmnr—zn both ihnovation and maintenance towards AVs, are there any design-
of architecture, and a demand the architecture?” book, glancing out the window at world of total transparency. Some- Perhaps the perfect text to point to in that, or so goes the promise. of transit\We are also saying that ers or groups of designers who you
for architects who play a more the cathedral and offering the same thing truly sinister, we eventually illustrating the circle-obsessed 1. Victor Hugo, Notre-Dame de Paris the AV helps to solve the diffi- think are designing for these issues
active role in not just how a build- @ lines—but with two interesting discover, lies at the core of Silicon ethos of these network corpora- (New York: The Century Co.,1905), Paprika: Where does the inter- cult itineraries\of families. Rather really well?
ing is designed, but also in how it is differences: first, whereas Hugo’s Valley’s push for interconnected tions is the deliciously satirical p. 200. estin AVs come from right now? than individually\ owned cars, a K.E. Well  unfortunately
sourced and occupied. 2 h ® “ 2 archdeacon expresses sadness networks and a world where every- account of Silicon Valley presented 2. Douglas Gomery, The Hollywood KellerEasterling: | have long been writ- fleet of cars circulates to address architects don’t come to mind. And
In recent years, entrepreneurialism ° at the passing of the media torch, one “shares” everything (as the in the anonymous tract lterating Studio System: A History (London: ing about Autonomous Vehicles. more needs. In the switch, given they should. Your class [Launch]
has gained wider popularity as an ‘ PS&“ RKO’s archdeacon appears wist- Circle’s CEO teaches, “privacy is Grace: Heartfelt Wisdom and Dis- BFI Publishing, 2005), p. 56-57. In the book “Organization Space,” that there are so many\ different should be getting more attention.
alternative way of finding mean- ful and full of hope. “Cathedrals theft!”). What is characterized by ruptive Truths from Silicon Valley’s 3. Dave Eggers, The Circle (New York: there is a chapter about highways options for picking up andleaving, One of the reasons why we have
ingful work and providing solu- are the handwriting of the past,” the network culture of the book Top Venture Capitalists.” The little Vintage, 2014), p. 183. and the dream of omni-directional daycare, food, etc. that addresses been pushing so hard and making
tions to many of the issues that our Will Kill That: Silicon Valley’s he explains, “the press is of our as a quasi-religious “world mov- volume first appeared as a kind of 4. Eggers, The Circle, p. 468. The reli- movement that is perfectly syn- complicated problems aroynd such a difficult schedule for our-
society faces. Silicon Valley, as a Mission of Media Transcendence time.” Not only that, “the printing ing toward communion,” readers self-published pamphlet, deliv- gious overtones conjured up by chronized and dispatched. The crunch times in everybody’s lives. selves is because now is the time.
result, has gained popularity as a press is a miracle” because “small eventually recognize as a cultish ered anonymously to a number of the Circle are not hard to find: the dream has been persistent, and it In the Suburbs, what if there is a neigh- There have been small projects
mecca for entrepreneurs to gather,” The archdeacon gazed at the gigantic things have a way of overmaster- regime of totalitarian surveillance.* Silicon Valley elites. Its anonym- three leaders of the corporation are is only now that some of the tech- borhood switch? If you can walk here and there, but they may be
tinker, and ultimately develop ne edifice for some time in silence, ing the great.” Although it was one For Eggers, the new media ethos ity immediately became a topic known as the “Three Wise Men” nology is ready and gaining enough to that substation, why do you sponsored by a big organization,
products that reflect their vigion then extending his right hand, with of the smaller Hollywood studios of the Circle and its Silicon Valley of online blog gossip, shrouded, (pp. 19-20), and enthusiasts for the critical mass. really need a garage, and why do like Audi. There is just another kind
of what our future should look like. a sigh, towards the printed book (described at the time as a “corpo- cousins constitutes a violation of as it was, in an air of knowing “closing of the Circle” describe it as So you have pre- you need all that asphalt and pave- of effort that is needed to make the
These are a collection of topijcs that which lay open on the table, and rate foundling”—one that hoped the intimate communion made that indicated someone on the the fulfillment of spiritual history dicted this move for awhile... ment? There are many people that switch idea more popular. Rather
entrepreneurs of Silicon’ Valley his left towards Notre-Dame, and very much to “overmaster” the possible in experiences like sex, “inside” must have written it.® The (“All religion has been waiting for I’'ve also been study- are already asking for that extra thah waiting to be asked by Audi,
consider to be the larger/questions turning a sad glance from the book greater studios), RKO was founded family life, and—crucially—novel text’s narrator tells of one “Koons this, when every human is a direct ing how AVs have been merging space in the suburb for either child our efforts are another kind of ini-
to be tackled for the futyre: to the church—“Alas,” he said, “this on a commitment to technologi- reading. Unlike the “always now” of Crooks” who makes the mistake and immediate messenger of God’s and breeding with other vehi- care or for cooking or another kind tiative)\ Architects can be cultural
ENERGY will kill that. .. The book will kill the cal innovation in film, specifically the Circle’s endless transparency, of accepting as gospel the banal will,” pp. 398-399). cles—not only cars but elevators of landscape. The idea of biking, advocates or innovators. Beyond
Al edifice.” as a means of capitalizing on new novels require long stretches of tweets of various Internet com- 5. Marshall McLuhan, The Essential and all the equipment of container walking, and running that last mile the “start-up” clichés that sur-
ROBOTICS —Victor Hugo, Notre Dame de Paris sound technology in cinema.? In a time and intimate headspace. One pany big shots.® In an “ecstatic McLuhan (New York: Basic Books, shipping. We did a studio on this is also a question we have been round entkepreneurialism, spatial
BIOTECH (1831) gesture that literally points to that can almost hear Eggers scoffing realization,” after the dot-com 1995), p. 245. in 2003/2004 at Yale. It’s really talking about. innovations\have their own flavor
HEALTHCARE technological commitment, the at reviewers who complain about collapse, Crooks comes to believe 6. Thecyberneticist Stafford Beer, for interesting to see the technology P. Something you’ve or style—thelr own labs, partners,
PHARMACEUTICALS The archdeacon’s lament (the “sad archdeacon in The Hunchback of the novel’s length (many noted, for that “the dot-com economy had instance, described his discipline emerge, and yet what do we have talked about in the class is this dif- funding sources and cultural sto-
EDUCATION glance”) in this iconic scene in Notre Dame looks out the window instance, that The Circle is pleas- been ‘one big mandala,’ referring as the study of “continuing opera- to meet it during a moment when ferent ownership model. Maybe ries.
INTERNET INFRASTRUCTURE Notre-Dame de Paris signaled and point not at the actual Notre- ant enough fiction, but that at 479 to the Buddhist tradition of creat- tion” which he claimed was essen- the current president is propos- innovation isn’t investing in indi-
HUMAN AUGMENTATION something more complicated— Dame cathedral but at a sophisti- pages it can get a bit plodding at ing art out of sand and then wiping tially “circular.” “That is why cyber- ing Eisenhower era infrastructure vidual ownership, but some sort of @
VR/AR but not necessarily lamentable— cated back-projection, creating times), thinking, no doubt, “they the artwork away.”® This realiza- netics takes ouroborous, the snake plans? useablefleet.
BASIC SCIENCE RESERACH for the book’s author Victor Hugo. the cinematic illusion of Paris in don’t get it, do they? This [the Cir- tion leads him to various “spiritual that bites its own tail, as a suitable What are the nega- K.E. If you drive to public hOZBﬂ: f 2
TRANSPORTATION&HOUSING If, as Hugo explains, the world the fifteenth century. The message cle and its Silicon Valley obsession exercises” that culminate in his logo, and talks about circular cau- tive consequences that self-driving transit and park their car, that car is
ONE MILLION JOBS created by the printing press for Hollywood insiders in the 1930s with the instant now] will kill that absconding to the Bolivian high- sality,” qtd in International Ency- cars could bring, and what are the out of commission during the day, mcz
PROGRAMMING TOOLS “killed” that of architecture and its would have been as clear as Hugo’s [the extended attention, temporal- lands where he dies near a volcano, clopedia of Systems and Cybernet- things architects can do to bring and your family suddenly needs to
HOLLYWOPQD 2.0 traditional centrality as a form of was for readers of the 19th century: ity, and material solidity of printed having been trampled by animals ics (Miinchen: K.G. Saur, 2004), p. positive results? have multiple cars. While the fleet
DIVERSIT human expression, that death also film is “of our time,” and RKO’s books].” Its length is part of the (willingly), all in an effort to “touch 223. For more on the centrality of AVs could cause more alone might encourage more VMT, Paprika: Can you brigefly intro-
ENTERPRISE SOFTWARE heralded a general expansion of commitment to new cinematic point, part of what is threatened by THE ESSENCE.”" The “Iterating” the ouroborous in early cybernetic VMT or “vehicle miles traveled” the fleet and switch together solve duce yourself and tell us'\what you
FINANCJAL SERVICES media-generated possibility. “Who technologies signaled the quasi-re- this. of the book’s title is ostensibly a thinking see Bruce Clarke, Neocy- and therefore more congestion, a lot of problems. As architects, have been working on lately?
COMPUTER SECURITY does not perceive,” Hugo writes, ligious power of the new medium. But if in these iterations of religious ico- reference to the name for platform bernetics and Narrative (Minneap- more sprawl, and more emissions. we want to assert that, despite JonathanSun: My name is Jonathan
GLOBAL HEALTH “that in this form it [human thought A more recent iteration of this nography the symbol of architec- updates offered periodically by olis: University of Minnesota Press, It is a weird boomerang effect. the authority of law, economet- Sun, a recent graduate from YSOA.
UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES as embodied in the printed book] media-transitional scene appeared ture predominance was the cathe- Silicon Valley companies (itera- 2014), pp. 77-80. Their potential cheapness and rics, and informatics and despite My current research at MIT is on
GLOBAL INFRASTRUCTURE is far more indelible? It was solid, recently in Dave Eggers’ novel The dral, and the symbol of mechanical tions 2.0, 3.0, and so on), but given 7. Iterating Grace: Heartfelt Wisdom popularity might mean that peo- the contemporary trend to pro- urban space, culture, and society
NANQTECH it has become alive. It passes from Circle (2013). In that, the young reproduction was the Gutenberg Crooks’ bizarre metaphysical will- and Disruptive Truths from Silicon ple would take them instead of pose innovations on digital plat- through the lens of social media.
CITIES OF THE FUTURE duration in time to immortality.”’ protagonist Mae finds herself in a Bible, why should the symbol of ingness to enter the cosmic “cycle” Valley’s Top Venture Capitalists transit. Our premise [In Launch] forms, space is an underexploited I’'m particularly interested in\how
As a byproduct, Silicon Valley has It’s no surprise Hugo felt this way, new job besieged by the incessant Silicon Valley be a circle? It isn’t of rebirth (and coupled with the (New York: FSG, 2015). has been that there is an essential medium of innovation. communication technology, | the
also become synonymous with of course; he was a novelist whose demand to “share” everything as just that these iconic moments of theologically-tinged “Grace”), 8. Charley Locke, The Strange Path spatial variable missing from the P. There’s people like internet, and social media trans-
the quirky culture of makers and success relied on the mechanical part of her employment at a Silicon “this killing that” appear to be his- the title is no doubt also a satirical of Iterating Grace, Silicon Val- equation, and that the business of Jeff Bezos and Elon Musk who are form how communities form and
a relentless optimistic approach reproduction and wide circula- Valley corporation known as “The torically cyclical—although Silicon jab at the Valley’s obsession with ley’s Most Vicious Satire,” Wired intermodal switching, up-switch- controlling facets of society that the way people interact with each
that sees the future as a solvable tion of his work. But the scene is Circle” (something like Facebook Valley corporations no doubt want the quasi-sacred geometry of the (Dec. 6, 2015): http://www. ing and down-switching into trans- have broad reaches. | wonder what other.
problem. Our issue on Paprika! also symbolic, and generally pos- or Google—although the novel’s very much to understand their mis- circle. In addition to the radiating wired.com/2015 /12/iterat- portation of different capacities your opinions are on this concept P. I think it would be
is about Silicon Valley, specifi- itive, for Hugo in an even more title is almost certainly a reference sion as the transcendent fulfillment circle on the cover of the volume ing-grace-anonymous-satire/. occupies a new space in our urban of the star-entrepreneur holding all beneficial to discuss your presence
cally looking at the culture that is obvious historical and religious to the architectural structure of of all these earlier instances of [Fig. 8], everywhere inside Iterat- 9. As far as | know no one has yet culture—the space of the “switch.” this power? on twitter and how that became|a
being exported from that area and sense: the “book” (as in the print- Apple’s new campus [Figs. 5-6]). human expressiveness. As so many ing Grace, little hand-drawn circles deciphered what the weird name Since the formation of these K.E. The charismatic topic of research as well.
the spatial implications of it. We ed-and-therefore-more-wide- Mae’s first reaction to this intense scholars have recently demon- and other recursive loops deco- “Koons Crooks” might mean, but switches has a public/private char- inventor/entrepreneur has a long J.S. | am a comedy writen/
interviewed individuals who work ly-circulating Bible) also killed the demand for openness is to retreat strated, a kind of spiritual geom- rate the margins. Punctuated by it is perhaps not irrelevant, I'd sug- acteristic, it becomes a good organ history—think Edison, Marconi or digital artist on social media
outside the typical boundaries of “edifice” (as in the cloistered realm back into the privacy of her home etry (one specifically obsessed the occasional exclamation point, gest, that there are four circles (0’s) for organizing both investment and Alexander Graham Bell. In the late mainly on twitter as @jonnysun. It’s
architecture, and who don’t limit of ecclesiastical authority embod- life, with her father’s iliness serving with circles) has always lurked at these marginal drawings look like init. innovation. 19th and early 20th century, some- where I’ve written comedy conten
space to the built environment. ied in the cathedral). What the as a convenient cover. Her supervi- the core of Silicon Valley’s cultural nothing so much as diagrammatic 10. Iterating Grace, p. 4. Can you talk a little times huge infrastructure shifts for the past four years. It also led
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