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EDITORIAL STATEMENT

Upon entering the gray-orange glow of a Yale archi-
tecture studio, tall plastic trash cans stand in awk-
ward juxtaposition to the rough walls of bush-ham-
mered concrete. The panoramic view of the wide
open floor plate is peppered with the models, draw-
ings and take away containers covering the un-pri-
vate worlds of each student’s workspace. Drawings
are printed and thrown out. Models are crafted then
tossed in the dumpster. The by-products of labor

and consumption are disposable stage props in the
unending drama of production, review, and evacua-
tion. Simply put, the material evidence of design ex-
ercises are immediately material, yet ultimately quite
ephemeral. This story of waste might be a parable for
the unrelenting residue of industrial capitalism, the
defining characteristic of the world we supposedly
go on to serve (or counter). It might also be a parable
of the myriad stripes of residue that characterize the
post-industrial landscapes of New Haven and be-
yond. It could even be a parable for the cultural, polit-
ical, and intellectual residue of past modes of thought
that, here at Yale, do more than merely linger.

Unlike some past issues of this publication, the
aim here is not to celebrate the school, but to see how
students already actively engage ways of thinking,
designing, and making that challenge the normative,
corporate insistence that architecture is only about
new buildings for rich clients. First year students at
Yale are preparing to make a single-family house for
an Elm City sliver lot, the prototypical leftover space

from the blight removal campaigns of our fine city.
Second years are studying Bridgeport, to research a
term known as resilience. These are the issues that
will be covered by Paprika! and they are fundamental
conversations for our school.

Broadening the sampling of contributors with work
by students from the School of Art and Forestry and
Environmental Studies, work by architecture students
still forms the core of the issue. The articles in this
issue of our student-run publication coalesce around
the idea of residue at various scales. Coinciding with
tonight’s lecture by urban planner Justin Hollander,
Detroit is a sub-theme. The following pieces are not
naively optimistic about the potential for design to
change society, but rather insist that as architects
and citizens, we must rethink the way we deal with
what’s left over.

(Psst...ON THE GROUND is in the fold.)

Contributors: Elaina Berkowitz (MArch ‘17), Samantha Jaff (MArch ‘16), John Kleinschmidt
(MArch ‘16), Paul Lorenz (MArch ‘17), Michael Loya (SOM & MArch 18), Anne Ma (MArch ‘16),
Benjamin Rubenstein (MArch ‘17), Misha Semenov (F.E.S. & MArch ‘19), Andrew Sternad
(MArch ‘16), Preeti Talwai (MED ‘16), John Wan (MArch ‘16), Edward Wang (BA ‘16), Matthew
Zuckerman (MArch ‘17).

The views in Paprika! do not represent those of the Yale School of Architecture.
Please send all comments and corrections to Paprika!: ysoa@gmail.com

To read Paprika! online, please visit our website, yalePaprikal.com

Paprika! receives no funding from the School of Architecture. We thank GPSS
and the Yale University Art Gallery for their support.
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set aside to renovate transpor-
tation systems. At the same
time, a public-private partner-
ship called the Detroit Blight
Removal Task Force emerged
as the leader of these initiatives.
Due to the immense size of the
city proper, the Blight Removal
Task Force has turned to open
source platforms in an attempt
to index and mitigate the grow-
ing conditions of blight.

Platforms such as ‘Blexting’
allow local residents to identify
and upload images of blighted
structures, for the city to subse-
quently demolish. The ‘cleared’
land is then sold in a process
called ‘Blotting,” through which
local property owners can go
online and buy the vacant, re-
cently-cleared lots adjacent to
their land for as little as $100.
While this may seem like a dem-
ocratic move towards renewal,
the cost of property taxes and
lack of demand for new housing
makes it unprofitable for these
small landowners to build on
their newly acquired lots.

Oddly, the results of Blotting
look a lot more like the nearby
suburban developments, where
houses are separated from
each other by generous plots
of land. Ultimately these prac-
tices contribute to the greening
of large portions of the city, al-
lowing for further consolidation
and densification of resources
within the central downtown
core of the city.

Blight removal assumes a caus-
al relationship between aban-
doned buildings and crime.
Indeed, The Chicago Tribune
reported that illegal dumping,
drugs, dead bodies, and all
manner of illicit activities are
often uncovered when blighted
properties are cleared. Howev-
er, contradicting research pub-
lished by Wayne State Urban
Planners George Galster and
Erica Raleigh of the nonprofit
Data Driven Detroit has shown
that ‘abandoned buildings have
a neutral effect on crime’ while
controlling for other socio-de-
mographic characteristics of
the urban block.

Blighted buildings, it seems,
may not have a causal rela-
tionship to crime: it is more so
that public policy-makers with a
vested interest in the blank slate
initiative choose to ignore the
underlying social and structural
failures of the city that are made
vivid by blight. The Guardian
noted that city officials remain
myopically focused on destroy-
ing buildings,’ using crime sta-
tistics to support demolition,
while ignoring the root cause
of the elevated crime rate—the
city’s dilapidated infrastructure,
high taxes, failing public school
systems, decades of job losses,
and historically institutionalized
racism. In fact, the motivation
behind the massive attack on
blight is rooted in aesthetics
and racially based fear.

So what can be done in Detroit
in lieu of demolishing the city’s
homes, removing its residents,
and outsourcing municipal
services to private corpora-

In my own research, | have de-
bunked these fears, instead ar-
guing that a realistic appraisal
of demographic patterns can
help a place better manage the
change they are facing.

JA: Do you think Malthus was
right in advocating that inevita-
bly the earth would not be able
to sustain the needs of its pop-
ulation and therefore we should
control birth rates? Are you a
neo-Malthusian or do you sim-
ply think that when population
decline happens, we should
see it as a good opportunity for
urban renewal?

JH: My research does not hinge
on whether Malthus was right
or wrong. Rather than some
kind of Malthusian catastrophe
at the global scale, | am much
more concerned about the
problems depopulating places
face at the local scale — where
most urban planning occurs.
When a place does lose popula-
tion, local leaders ought to see it
is an opportunity to physically
adapt that place for a smaller
population — not necessary ‘re-
newal’.

JA: Does shrinking necessarily
require densifying?

JH: No, a city that loses pop-
ulation can reduce its density
to that of a suburb. A shrink-
ing suburb can transform into
a rural town. What vexes me is
how much bias designers and
planners tend to bring to certain
densities, e.g. 20 housing units
per acre is better than 5 units
per acre. Instead, we should be
designing metropolitan areas
to meet a variety of density lev-
els, and that doesn’t mean the
Chicago School concentric ring
model has to be the only way,
where density is highest in the
urban core and gets progres-
sively lower further away.

JA: In recent years, cities like
Detroit have attracted a lot of
artists fascinated with the evoc-
ative quality of modern ruins.
What is your take on the con-
temporary ‘aestheticization’ of
this condition?

JH: | can certainly appreciate
the artistic value of modern

The New York Times, 15 Dec.
2007. Web. 21 Jan. 2016.)

Now, after 18 years of Stern’s
leadership, Deborah Berke has
been appointed his successor.
On November 30th she gave
an introductory address outlin-
ing her vision for the school to
which students have reacted in
different ways: outward com-
mendation, verbal criticism,
and silent indifference. Mixed
reactions are not uncommon
at YSOA. In our community,
conflicting ideas thrive in close
proximity. Pluralism within the
academic culture at Yale is an
unquestionable advantage to
our education.

The greatest expression of ped-
agogical pluralism can be seen
in the multitude of architectural
styles represented by the studio
faculty in Rudolph Hall. Varied
aesthetics represent the many
social, political, and philosoph-
ical values which make for a
pluralistic culture. However,
aesthetics are not the motive for
style nor the heart of pluralism.
For example, Zaha Hadid and
PV. Aureli, two studio critics
with undeniably different styles,
cannot be compared without
addressing the ideological dif-
ferences which define their ar-
chitecture. In short, pluralism is
about ideological diversity and
is represented through a multi-
plicity of styles.

In her introductory remarks,
Dean Berke offered an alterna-
tive interpretation of pluralism:

‘Most simply, | would say that
pluralism is not about styles...
Pluralism today involves a
broader engagement of archi-
tecture with other cultural, so-
cial, and scientific disciplines.’
(Berke, Deborah. ‘Deborah
Berke Intro Speech Transcript.’
Introduction to the Yale Archi-
tecture Community of Dean
Designate Deborah Berke.
YSOA, New Haven. 31 Jan.
2016. Speech.)

Dean Berke’s use of the term
‘style’ fails to acknowledge its
role as representation of the
current ideological diversity

Mr. Kohn understood the feel-
ing of isolation when he walked
down Wall Street on a Sun-
day afternoon. Might KPF’s
two female partners have felt
similarly at the holiday party?
Might a student of color be dis-
couraged to apply for a job at
KPF upon seeing that the re-
sounding majority of the firm’s
partners are white men? Mr.
Kohn was explicit in regard to
the confidence that he and his
partners have in the succes-
sors. We urge him to be more
critical of his choices. We stand
by his conviction that diversity
of use is beneficial to the health
of a neighborhood. Similarly,
we maintain that workplace di-
versity is beneficial to a firm’s
ability to conduct business and
communicate at both the local
and global scales. But really, it
just comes down to common
sense. As Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau replied
when asked why the appoint-
ment of a diverse cabinet was
important to him: ‘Because this
is 2015
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Book Review: The High Line by
James Corner Field Operations
& Diller Scofidio+ Renfro

Reading Phaidon Press’ The
High Line is like encountering
an old photo album of your
parents’ youth. The behind-
the-scenes account of the High
Line’s industrial pastis at once
grungy and clarifying, reveal-
ing an earlier, more naive mo-
ment in time to which we can
never return. You begin to ap-

search,” and touched on ev-
erything from the power of the
‘despised detail’ to the history of
punctuation.

1/29: Congratulations are in
order for CATHRYN GAR-
CIA-MENOCAL (M.Arch ‘17),
RASHIDBEK MUYDINOV
(M.E.M. & M.Arch ‘18), and
CECILIA HUI (M.Arch ‘17),
who were all awarded summer
travel scholarships. Cathryn
will travel to Belgrade, Berlin
and Cuba with the George Nel-
son Scholarship to investigate
post-revolutionary buildings
dedicated to the arts. With the
David Schwarz Good Times In-
ternship and Travel Fellowship,
Rashid will travel to Uzbekistan
to study the infrastructure, ur-
ban systems, and yurts of no-
madic peoples, returning for an
internship at David Schwarz Ar-
chitects in DC. Cecilia snagged
the Takenaka Internship in Osa-
ka, Japan, and will study flexi-
ble spatial organization through
the concept of Hashi by sur-
veying sacred, residential, and
public spaces in rural and ur-
ban Japan.

1/29: It was like seeing three
thousand Kehinde Wiley paint-
ings at once. A small group of
architecture students wan-
dered outside of the normal
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Alan presented his ‘Timber
City’ proposal for high-density
wood construction as a carbon
sequestration strategy, while
Turkish officials admired a set
of glu-lam samples.

2/2: Dr. Melissa Gilbert from
Temple University’s Depart-
ment of Geography will give the
first talk of the Contemporary
Architecture Discourse Collo-
quium. Dr. Gilbert’s talk is enti-
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theory to understand inequali-
ties in Philadelphia.’ All are wel-
come from 12-2 p.m. in Room
322.

In last week’s On the Ground,
we brought attention to a
Continued on page A3
rumored meeting regarding

tled ‘Place, Space and Power:
Using feminist geographical

boundaries of Rudolph Hall to
see The Yale School of Drama’s
amazing production of ‘Women
Beware Women’. YANA BIRYU-
KOVA’s projection design tore
us from our seats and depos-
ited us in the middle of a deli-
cious tangled mashup of Medi-
ci Florence and Tarantino’s Los
Angeles.

1/30: Saturday’s screening of

est but enthusiastic audience
of first and second years. The
1950’s camp classic follows its
aging protagonist’s descent
into irrelevance and lunacy, a
familiar scenario in Hastings
Hall.

CARTER WISEMAN’S
course Writing on Architecture
welcomed guest speaker Philip
Kennicott, the Art and Architec-
ture Critic for the Washington
Post. Mr. Kennicott pointed out
that woeful economic condi-
tions have made it difficult for

‘Sunset Boulevard’ drew a mod-
2/1:
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wider than it is tall) make you
confront the derelict piece of

rail infrastructure, and the chal-
lenges that faced the activist
group, Friends of the High Line,
as well as the design team of
James Corner Field Operations
and Diller Scofidio + Renfro.

Inserted between the glossy
pages of photographs are three
sections of matte beige paper
containing transcriptions of a

conversation between James
Corner, Elizabeth Diller, Ri-
cardo Scofidio, Lisa Switkin of
James Corner Field Operations,
and Matthew Johnson of Dill-
er Scofidio+Renfro. Record-
ed, transcribed, and printed
in three installments—‘Fore-
thought,” ‘Process,” and ‘Af-
terthoughts’—these modest
pages illuminate the real-life
challenges and insights of the
design team. Moderated by the
publisher, the designers reflect
on the early stages of the High
Line competition, influences
from Paris’ Promenade Plantée,

century’s worth of newspaper
clippings, vintage photographs,
engineering drawings, city
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planning assessments, hand-
written letters, and seedy Meat-
packing District flyers, to the
‘Design’ chapter which features
competition boards, renderings,
plans, transverse sections, de-
tails of benches and planters,
inventory of every type of plank,
ground and canopy landscape
diagrams, and thumbnail pho-
tos of each of the 400 plant spe-

within YSOA. The dismissal

of pluralism depicted through
style represents a highly spe-
cific view of architecture. In
order to retain a pedagogical
diversity, we must accept dif-
ferent definitions of what plu-
ralism is. Neither aesthetics nor
social engagement are binary
understandings of architecture.
They can exist simultaneously
and within a spectrum. How-
ever, prioritizing social issues
over the ideological differenc-
es present in style indicates a
shift towards a pluralism that

denies architecture’s position
as an autonomous discipline. |
understand Dean Berke’s de-
sire to provide a new direction
for the school, but during this
time of transition, it is import-
ant to take stock of both the
successes and failures within
the program before disregard-
ing crucial elements of the
school. Skepticism about new

ideas allow us to question the
past, present, and future. The
opinions that circulate during

periods of change are what
communicate our values to
new leadership. Incorporating
Dean Designate Berke’s ideas
into the school’s definition of
pluralism are important to the
progress of architecture at
Yale; however, replacing rele-
vant ideas with a new direction
could undermine inclusivity.
True pluralism accepts dispa-
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Arch
What the hell is relational aes-

Pancake Practice: a relational

rate ideas as equally relevant.
architecture

Leveraging Residue: it takes a

bit of practice
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offered to anyone who wants
one. Social interactions are
built around the eating of said
pancakes. Participants walk
away saying ‘those were some

ter of process, context, and sit-
uation rather than constructing

aesthetic production as a mat-
a salable product.

yummy pancakes.” While this
reduction may trivialize social
practice (RA’s more common
term) the example emphasizes
a way for us architects to view
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In this model of making, art-
ists abandon traditional studio
practice and use their skills to
transform the social environ-

Social practice, as an
aesthetic tool, certainly influ-
ences the work of Assemble, a
London collective whose work
crosses the disciplines of art
and architecture while main-
taining the public as active par-
ticipants. In their piece ‘Folly for

ment.
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collective. However, the prin-
ciples established by the new
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program address impact and
use on an immediate and local-
ized scale, effectively erasing
the perception of the present
as an historical product. At-
tempting to negotiate the ten-
sion between present use and
preservation, Leave No Trace
unintentionally illuminates the
unique temporal quality of resi-
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