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LESBOS

THE POSSIBITL.ITIES OF
AN IST.AND

s Daphne Agosin & Gregory Cartelli

The word island comes from the Latin word insula
and the old French word isle—the meanings behind
which refer to the idea of detachment and form-
lessness. The defining characteristics of an island
appear to be “smallness” and “remoteness.”

There is a sense of freedom in the idea of an
Island, apart from the world, surrounded if not
moved by the tidal flows and currents of the
ocean, unshaken by the tectonic frictions of
continents and countries. The clearly defined
edges of islands sustain specific identities and
create a mythological allure for the rest of the
world. Lesbos, our island in case, is a place of
unique identity. The 2008 publication “Walking
Trails of Lesvos” outlines eighteen routes
through and around the island, encompassing
national parks, heritage sites, byzantine
churches, Sapphic tourist destinations, resorts,
and beaches. However, in light of recent events,
there may need to be a new path added.

Six miles off the western coast of Turkey, the
northernmost shore of the island of Lesbos has
been the point of arrival for a growing number of
refugees and migrants since at least 2009. Among
this group are Syrians, Afghanis, Iraqis, and
others, and in 2015 alone, roughly 164,000
displaced people have arrived here, far outnum-
bering the nearly 80,000 tourists who visit
Lesbos each year. Their journey doesn’t end at
the beach, however, as these migrants are then
forced to make their way, on foot, twenty-five
miles south to the island’s only processing
center in Mytilene.

Thus has the touristic imaginary of Lesbos been
compromised. No longer a place apart, a para-
disiacal setting; no more the longed-for peace-
ful abode, surrounded by deafening ocean.

Perhaps the image of this place has always been
an illusion, constructed by guest and host

alike. The island’s international marketing has
long made note of its remote location relative to
other islands, such as Mykonos or Santorini.
Lesbos is “more than just another Greek island,”
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we are told, remaining “virtually unaffected by
mass tourism.” The island’s petrified forest,
its wetlands, castles, mosques, churches, and
beaches all make the case for Lesbos’s excep-
tionality as a non-traditional tourist destina-
tion, and in 2009 it was awarded a ‘“European
Destination of ExcelleNce” (EDEN) award, its
cultural heritage protected by national legisla-
tion, its economy both self-sustaining and
locally managed.

This year the island has been both terminal and
terminus for a new group of arrivals. Souvenir
sales have dropped in parallel with a decline in
tourism, while camping equipment continues to fly
off the shelves. Will the forces of capital
respond to this bottleneck in global urban
migration, shifting the Lesbian economy into line
with the needs of the island’s new guests? In this
potential future, how will a culture built on
hospitality respond to this new economic neces-
sity? Its identity born, in part, from isolation,
can Lesbos evolve into something different, an
immigration portal in both identity and use, a
front door, as it were, to Europe?

Local resident responses to the influx of
refugees range from the sympathetic and compas-
sionate to the fearful and conflicted. Some see
little more than a shift in client base—where
once there were tourists, now stands the Inter-
national Rescue Committee. Others simply
struggle to make do in the face of cancelled
reservations. Local sympathy for the plight of
the migrants may be due to the island’s own
diversity of historical and cultural identity,
having fallen, at one point or another, under
Persian, Genoese, Roman, Turkish, and Greek
control. Still, the island’s micro-economy
struggles with the physical and practical
realities of its own fragility. Operational and
waste-collection services are overburdened, new
refugee processing centers have yet to be built,
and more buses are desperately needed to move the
island’s growing population around.

The authorities of Lesbos have made official
calls to the EU for help, appealing for material
support in line with the trans-European policies
they now struggle to follow. The “1951 Conven-
tion Relating to the Status of Refugees,” like
the resolutions adopted in 1967 in the spirit of
that protocol, make clear the rights of refugees
to non-discrimination, non-penalization and
non-refoulement —the prohibition of expulsion.
Although assembled in good faith, this document
fails to take stock of the socio-spatial reali-
ties of contemporary Europe. Whereas before the
European Union, the “the Contracting State in
whose territory (the refugee) is residing”—that
is, the signatory state where a refugee happened
to land—was considered to be responsible for the
provision of all guaranties and protections
under the convention, today that burden falls on
the weakened economies of the EU’s southernmost
member states, which serve as the Union’s
physical gateways.

Heritage in Lesbos is a palimpsest of diverse
cultural fluxes across and throughout history.
Today, the state of the displaced is one of
precarious street life, insalubrious refugee
camps, and a complex culture of mutual distrust.
An effective, and rapid, socio-spatial reconfig-
uration is demanded of this small island. What
architectural dispositions might address the
momentary reality in which the diverse-but-par-
ticular community of contemporary Lesbos—one
comprised of residents, refugees, tourists, and
volunteers—is immersed?
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ART OF ARCHITEC-
TURE AT THE
CHICAGO BIENNIAL
“You fuck this up and you’ll set Chicago
architecture back for years.”
-Stanley Tigerman (M.Arch ¢61) to Sarah
Herda, co-director of the 2015 Chicago
correspondents Daniel
Glick-Unterman and Misha Semenov traveled
to Chicago to represent PAPRIKA at the
opening preview weekend of the Architec-
ture Biennial, an enormous event that
brought more than a hundred architecture
i e bt lnmr mrmiimA e TmmemTyy An € A

v Daniel Glick-Unterman & Misha Semenov
Architecture Biennial

3 DAYS,
3 PUBLICS
THE STATE OF THE

This weekend,



ON HIP-HOP

Wesley Hiatt

«“$100,000 for that little sound—and I’m
like, “Come on! Where’s the love at?’ I’11
just play it my damn self.”?!

- J Dilla, 2003

™
A

New York City, 1975—-A Disco DJ cuts back
and forth between tracks to keep a crowd
moving. Techniques developed as means of
shifting between records quickly evolves
into a form of music very much its own.
This music marries DJs, working with
increasingly vast and varied libraries of
vinyl records, to the rhymes and exclama-
tions of rappers, or MC’s, the public
faces and spokesmen of the city’s emer-
gent Rap scene.

Such is one of Hip-Hop’s many creation
myths. While I’m confident this music
needs no introduction, I’d like to posi-
tion the aesthetics of Hip-Hop alongside
some of the architecture commonly associ-
ated with this very moment in time, that
is, the architecture of Postmodernism. I
do this, in part, to redeem a school of
architectural thinking too long absent
from thoughtful, critical discussion, an
absence which persists, I believe, despite
what certain ostensibly hip, but ulti-
mately unthinking, design blogs and
magazines have heralded as the new “PoMo
Revival.”? Emerging from a very specific
moment in history-and not insignificantly
American-—the various modes of Hip-Hop
expression comprise a veritable textbook
of cultural tendencies broadly understood
in terms of the postmodern: formal and
visual appropriation, the rejection of
conventional notions of authorship, a
non-linear understanding of popular
history, artifacts put to use in the
service of unabashedly public perfor-
mance. Of particular interest here is the
common Hip-Hop production technique known
as sampling.

By sampling I refer to an artist’s
explicit use of content, be it visual or
aural, not original to the work of that
artist, self-consciously appropriated
from others, and combined with additional
outside materials in the process of
artistic creation. One familiar example
of this technique would be Kanye West’s
use of Ray Charles’ I Got a Woman in his
popular hit Gold Digger. Other, perhaps
more exemplary—and certainly more
controversial —instances of sampling can
be found on late Hip-Hop producer J
Dilla’s album, Donuts, long considered a
high-water mark in the history of sam-
ple-based Hip-Hop; or Danger Mouse’s Grey
Album, a wholesale rethinking of Jay-Z’s
blockbuster Black Album, wherein every
note of instrumentation was sampled from
the Beatles’ White Album. Operating
outside the conventional strictures of
modern intellectual property law, yet well
within the sphere of public art and
entertainment, these producers, and others
like them, have helped to construct an
approach to aesthetic production standing
in clear opposition to both Romantic and

Modern traditions-traditions favoring,
above all, the twin concepts of original-
ity and singular genius.® Indeed, in
sample-based Hip-Hop music, far from
eschewing explicit reference to previous
work by others, Hip-Hop producers and
musicians make appropriation of the old a
veritable precondition of the new. In my
view, this notion might, without too much
of a stretch, readily be applied to a
reading of Postmodernist architecture,
thereby by raising important questions
about the production and criticism of
architecture today.

One such question regards architecture’s
relationship to capital. Reading Postmod-
ernism in terms of Hip-Hop’s culture of
sampling might even free it from the common
critique that would align its values with
those global capitalism. Aside from
creating new work by way of appropriating
the old, sampling encourages the continued
making of art through precisely these
means. Denying the possibility of commodi-
fication, the free sampling of history
results in works which constantly build on
themselves, valuing process, temporality,
and change over singular, salable objects.
Such a definition, of course, would seem to
refute the common argument, posited by
Kenneth Frampton and others, that Postmod-
ernism reduces the whole of architectural
history to a series of easily consumable
images, capable of being bought and sold on
the world market. It also opposes the more
recent, somewhat thoughtless embrace of
the aforementioned “PoMo revival,”
celebrated across the pages of web-based
magazines, which so embarrassingly
announce the return of Postmodernism as a
style-in-vogue*— i.e. a commodity—as
opposed to a set of convictions and values
comprising a certain world view.

Seen in this way, the various arts associ-
ated with this brand of postmodern aes-
thetics, far from being tools, or instru-
ments, of capital, might in fact serve as
sites of resistance to it. Viewed through
the cultural lens of Hip-Hop and sampling,
architecture has potential be one of the
most effective sites of such resistance,
due in part to its stubborn denial of
commodifiable, singular objects, but also
by way of its relationship to the public.
By public, I mean a range of constituent
groups at varying scales which construct
an identity, united by all they share in
common, with common space, as such, the
fundamental element of any public forma-
tion. Indeed, the various forms of Hip-Hop
production—rapping (MC-ing), turntablism
(DJ-ing), Breakdancing, and Graffiti—were
all born, and survive, well outside of
modern art’s foundational institutions, in
places inextricable from generous notions
of the public: the corner, the nightclub,
the car, the ball court, the street.

Architecture’s unique and long-lived
presence on the public street insists on a
certain type of encounter, if not thorough
engagement, with the public, providing the
members of that public an opportunity for
consent, resistance, or willful ambiva-
lence vis-a-vis cultural, social, and
political mores. It is in this dual
capacity for encounter and resistance that
Postmodernist architecture’s appropriation
and reuse of history both requires and is
enabled by a public sympathetic to that
history—a shared heritage, evoked in order
to be questioned, recontextualized in
order to be put to work. A sampled archi-
tecture engages the aspirations, values,
and history of its public, while nonethe-
less remaining critical of them, thus
resisting the forces of capital which
might otherwise serve to restrict its
appreciation to the moneyed, landed
classes; or worse, to enforce a cultural
apathy in architectural design in the
interest of easy commodification.

A sampled architecture, in the manner of

of copyright infringement, despite the
“original” artists’ approval of the
mash-up.® Impossibly expensive use rights
for samples also prove to be a constant
frustration for many Hip-Hop artists. To
wit, see J Dilla, above. We should be
thankful that no similar situation existed
to stop Rossi from appropriating the image
of Pleénik’s dome in Ljubljana for his
project in Milan.

A public that views its history not as a
stagnant document of long-past words and
deeds, but as something to be put to

work —to be shared in a creative commons,
reused, willfully misappropriated, and
sampled—-can and must resist the forces
serving to stall and bankrupt creative
culture, in the interest of a culture based
on proceeds and profit. Not merely a fad to
be consumed, Postmodernist architecture’s
enduring value will be found in its
aspirations for meaningful engagement in
the public sphere, an engagement which
takes stock not only of form and space, but
of time and place, too. It heralds a living
architectural tradition which, like
Hip-Hop, constructs its future through
public engagement with its past.
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